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Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of Ray LaHood, I am writing to request an Advisory Opinion from the
Commission on questions involving Congressman LaHood s recent inferest in exploring his
candidacy for Governor of the State of Illinois.

Ray LaHood is a sitting Congressman from the 18% District of Illinois and has registered

his candidacy and established Friends of Ray LaHood, an appropriate committee to raise funds
for his candidacy for Congress. He continues to raise and expend funds from that committee and

meets all requirements and obligations that are required of him by Fedcral law.

Commensurale with his interest in exploring a candidacy for Governor. he has
‘established Ray LaHood for Illinais, a commitice registered with 1he State of Ilinois in
compliance with laws of the State of Illinois.

So far, Congressman Lallood has raised funds for his exploratory campaign under federal
guidelines, setting limits accordingly and accepting no corporation contributions.
We are requesting assistance and an opinion from the FEC in the following area:

If Congressman LaHood should decide not to announce his candidacy for Governor,
what arc his options with regard to the money that has been raised and deposited in the

Ray LaHood for Illingis account:
-Can the funds in Ray LaHood for llinois account be given 1o slate and local

candidates?
-Can the funds be given to state and local Republican organizations?

-Can the funds be refunded to the contributors?
-Can the funds be used for donation to non-profit chanitable organizations?
We arc, ol course, most anxious for your guidance and counsel as we move through this process.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Rex Li#fder, Treasurer
Friends of Ray LaHood
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